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training is proposed. For manipulative industries, such as niecnanieal
engineering, an apprenticeship-system similar to that suggested for
artisans should be adopted. The youth who aspires to become a
foreman or an engineer, must learn to take off his coat at the start and
should serve a term of apprenticeship in the workshops, supplemented by
courses of theoretical instruction. At the conclusion of this period of
training he may be allowed to specialise in particular subjects. For non-
manipulative or operative industries, on the other hand, the teaching
institution should be the main training ground, though practical experi-
ence is also necessary. Special proposals are made for commercial and
mining education; and the future establishment of two imperial colleges
is adumbrated, one for the highest grade of engineering and the other
for metallurgy. To ensure the maintenance of close relations between
the training insititutions and the world of industry, the general control of
technical education should be transferred to the Department of Industries.
The remaining chapters of the Report deal more specifically with
Government intervention in industries. Government clung long to the
tradition of laissez faire in industrial matters ; but when in recent years
it attempted to play a more active part in industrial development, its
efforts were rendered futile by the absence of scientific and technical advice
to assist it in estimating the value of industrial propositions and by the
lack of any suitable agency to carry out approved proposals. To remedy
the first of these defects, a reorganisation of the existing scientific services
is advocated, in such a way as to unite in imperial services, classified
according to science subjects, all the scattered workers now engaged in
the provinces on isolated tasks. Rules are suggested to govern the
relations between the members of these services and private industrialists
seeking advice. The situation of research institutes and the conditions
and terms of employment of these services are questions for the decision
of which the Commission considers that the appointment of a special
committee is necessary.
The administrative machinery with which Government must be equip-
ped and some of the functions which that machinery will enable it to per-
form have already been described; but there are many other directions
in whicii the development of industries can be stimulated. Useful and
up-to-date information on commercial and industrial matters is essential
both for Government and for private merchants and industrialists. A
.scheme is propounded for collecting such information and for making it
available to the public through officers of the Department-of Industries.
The purchase of Government stores in the past has been conducted in
such a way as to handicap Indian manufacturers in competing for orders
and to retard industrial development in India. The Commission proposes
that the Department of Industries should be in charge o* this work and
that orders should not be placed with the Stores Department of the India
Office until the manufacturing capabilities of India have first been